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 I would like to share with you some good news. At a recent meeting of the 
Council of the Presbytery of South Louisiana (PSL), Rev. Jean Marie Peacock presented 

an update on the recovery work that PSL is involved in and planning for. (Jean Marie had been serving as 
associate pastor of the Lakeview Presbyterian Church in New Orleans, but in April became the Associate 
Presbyter for Congregational Development and Disaster Recovery Pro Tem.) I am pleased and gratified that 
our presbytery is involved with significant ministries to help people and communities get their lives back after 
Katrina and Rita! These ministries are possible because of the generous support of Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance. Here are three areas in which we are seeking to offer help and hope: 
 Project Homecoming  The goal is to help as many people as possible get back into 
their homes by Christmas of this year. Priority is being given to those with the lowest 
incomes, and who thus have the greatest needs. Volunteer groups from all over are working 
with materials donated by Presbyterians. Our own congregation has donated a significant 
financial gift through our Angel Tree program last Christmas, and by disbursement of some of 
the gifts we have received from other churches and individuals 
 A Lab for Contextual Ministry  PSL is working on building partnerships with 
seminaries to train and nurture clergy to do ministry and build up congregations in a post-
Katrina setting. Churches in New Orleans have suffered losses of members, facilities, and 
finances. Yet people in those neighborhoods have great needs for what the church offers. This 
initiative, which would involve seminary faculty, newly graduated seminarians, and local 
Presbyterian pastors, would seek to explore questions like: 
 “What does it mean to be the Body of Christ in post-Katrina New Orleans?” 
 “How do we build vital communities of faith that are engaged in bold, prophetic, and 
innovative ministries that support the spiritual and physical renewal of the city?” 
 One great need is to provide mental health support. There is a now critical shortage of mental health 
workers and facilities in the region.  
 Proposal for a Hispanic Evangelist for the Greater New Orleans Area  The greater new Orleans area 
has been home to a stable and permanent Hispanic population for many years. Because of the jobs available 
since Hurricane Katrina, particularly in the building trades, there has been a large influx of Latino workers  
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into the area. Estimates are that this population has 
doubled since the storm. 
 Several of our congregations in New Orleans 
have expressed interest in becoming more multi-cultural 
and reaching out to the Hispanic community. Our 
presbytery would like to hire a Spanish-speaking 
evangelist to provide worship, Bible Study, and support 
for these churches and the Hispanic newcomers. 
 
 I am grateful for this witness to Christ and the 
power of his resurrection. I am grateful for the work and 
vision of Jean Marie, and for the strong, compassionate 
leadership of our General Presbyter, Dr. Alan Cutter. 
Please keep them and all who are involved in these 
efforts in your prayers! 

See You In Church,�
�
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April 20, 2007 

To My Wonderful Friends: 

     I sure miss all of you and think of 
you often, especially last Sunday 
when I went to a new Church.  As I 
was leaving and everyone was 
greeting me I thought, if I was in 

Baton Rouge I would probably be at the door greeting all 
of you instead, without a jug in my hand.   

     I am very sorry it has taken me so long to thank all of 
you for the wonderful gift, money and reception.  I wear 
the beautiful Cross every day and have had many 
compliments on it.  The check has been spent on 
furniture and other items I needed.  I appreciate all the 
nice gifts and cards and most of all the nice things you 
have done for me. 

     I found a nice U.S.A. Presbyterian Church called the 
Good Shepherd and everyone was very friendly and 
wanted me to stay for lunch.  Looks like I found another 
group that likes to eat.  Yesterday I had a visit from a 
member and she brought me a nice loaf of homemade 
Pumpkin and Raisin Bread and told me all about the 
minister and Church. (See we are not the only ones 
doing that.) 

     I know I had many friends in the Church but never 
realized I had so many till the reception.  It surprised me 
and made me realize I was leaving you all and it was real 
hard not to cry (which I did when I got home) 

     I am finally almost settled in my apartment, just two 
more boxes to unpack, which I like very much since it is 
a brand new one and I am the first one living in it.  I 
finally have my new furniture, TV, phone, and a new e-
mail address, alvinek2@yahoo.com, and I promise to 
open it and read it, since I have a reputation for not 
opening my mail. 

     Again, I am very sorry it has taken me so long to get 
this letter to you.  Right after I got here Wanda’s father 
passed away and we had to go to the northern part of 
Florida for a week which made me have to postpone 
deliveries of everything.  I want to thank everyone from 
the bottom of my heart for being my friend and doing so 
much for me.  I miss you all and hope to make it to 
Baton Rouge in July and promise to make it to Church to 
see you all. 

     God Bless all of you and please remember me and let 
me hear from you. 

                                                   Love to all, Alvine 

Contact Alvine at:                                                         
1370 Tradition Circle, Apt. 101A                     
Melbourne, FL 32901                                               
(321)549-3178 
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     Faith has earned Silver status for the “Faith 
Healers” team at the upcoming Relay for Life by 
raising over $5,000!!  Thanks to the Deacons for 
sponsoring, and everyone who has participated in, the 
following fundraisers: 
 

·  Pampered Chef – $280.66 
·  “Piece of the Pie” – $122.09 (Feb & Mar) 
·  Chili Cook-off - $289.80 
·  Cookbooks - $2,182.00 
·  Easter Pancake Breakfast - $270.00  
·  Jambalaya Dinners - $805.00 
·  Jambalaya Bake Sale - $301.25 
·  Crawfish Boil Bake Sale – $61.50 
·  Jewelry Sale – $400+ 
 

     We have also had donations and sales of lane 
signs for the night of the relay, bringing our total to 
$5982.30!!  We will be adding more to the cookbooks, 
proceeds from Parkview Baptist School’s casual 
dress day, one more “Piece of the Pie”, and on-site 
fundraisers the night of the event, including a raffle 
with a christening gown made by Retta Soileaux and 
$340 of Premier Jewelry.  We are sure to exceed our 
goal of $6,000!!! 

 

     The culmination of all this fundraising is the Relay 
on Friday, May 11, starting at 6:00 PM, and 
continuing until 6:00 AM.   
 

     Each of the more than 4,800 Relays nationwide is 
a fun-filled, overnight event that mobilizes 
communities to celebrate survivors (anyone who has 
ever been diagnosed with cancer), remember loved 
ones and raise money for the fight against cancer.    
     

     Teams gather with tents and sleeping bags with 
the goal of keeping one person on the track at all 
times.  Relay For Life opens as cancer survivors, like 
Pastor John Blewitt and Jani Gage, take the first lap.  
Highlighting the evening is a Luminaria Ceremony of 
Hope held after dark to honor cancer survivors and to 
remember loved ones lost to cancer.  The luminaria 
candles line the track and are left burning throughout 
the night to remind participants of the incredible 
importance of their contributions.   
 

     Our team will be walking the track, making and 
selling Funnel Cakes, and Face Painting.  There will 
be a decorating contest for the tent covering our 
space, a volleyball tournament, the “Dude Looks Like 
a Lady Contest” (you have to come see which dude 
looks like the best lady), and lots of food, music, fun, 
and fellowship!  Even if you aren’t on the team, come 
out and support the “Faith Healers” as we raise 
money and awareness, and battle this disease that 
never sleeps. 
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 The committee was very pleased with the expedient and efficient 
performance of the contractors for the building maintenance projects.  
The total expenditure, including the ADA bathrooms, the new window  
                            in the library, carpentry to replace fascias, etc.,  
                            painting, stucco on the organ closet, replacement of the 
                            door on the organ closet, screens installed on the upper  
                            sanctuary windows, and replacement of both roofs,  
                            was under $39,000 versus a budget of $40,400.   
                             Remaining to be done:  the purchase and 
installation of a backlit cross to go on the front of the church 
(approximately $500); installation of gutters over the entrances to the 
sanctuary; installation of brass kick-plates on some of the doors; and a 
few minor expenditures. 
     One other project is the replacement of the exterior doors to the front 
sanctuary entrance.  These doors are larger than standard doors, and will 
need to be fitted for the current stained glass windows.  The cost is 
expected to be approximately $1500.  Proceeds from this year’s 
barbecue will be dedicated to this project.�
�
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