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Worship and Music: It's All About God!
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Worship is the most central and perhaps the masbitant activity that we engage in as Christians.
We all have preferences about styles and formatstlgere is nothing wrong with that. If a worshippe
uncomfortable with certain aspects of a worshipiser he or she might not connect with the triureel G

On the other hand, sometimes the Holy Spirit Ie &huse new or unfamiliar elements to break
through and open someone up more deeply to Godsepce and power. Perhaps the key thing to remember
in thinking about worship is this: It is not abané or you; it is about God.

Did you know that Presbyterians havBieectory for Worshig It is the middle section of oBook
of Order. It does not proscribe&orship, with specific prayers or orders of seeviRather it describegorship
from the perspective of Reformed theology. The faieragraph provides an excellent overview:

“Christian worship joyfully ascribes all praise arftbnor, glory and power to the triune God.

In worship, the people of God acknowledge God miteisethe world and in

their lives. As they respond to God'’s claim anderagtive action in Jesus \DFFER o
Christ, believers are transformed and renewed. dnship, the faithful offer
themselves to God and are equipped for God'’s semithe world.”
[W-1.1001]

Worship is an encounter with the Living God in ahnive affirm that all of
life, and our lives, belong to the Creator, Redeeanel Sustainer. In worship God
transforms and renews us. God equips us for missdrservice in the world. The
seal of John Calvin (the father of the Presbyte@hnrch) expresses something
profound about true worship. It pictures a hearfim willingly offered to the Lord.

Music is very important in worship! Music is aforof prayer, and may be used to express praise,
lament, longing, sorrow, intercession, and commitimEven instrumental music is a form of prayancesi
prayer does not always require words. Music magtian to present, interpret, or respond to scritur
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TheDirectory for Worshignstructs us to structure 5 /- | I#

worship in an orderly way, “guided by the Holy $pir
speaking in Scripture, the historic experiencehef t /
Church universal, the Reformed tradition, The Bobk
Confessions, the needs and particular circumstasfces " < 6<17
the worshiping community” [W-31001]. This does not 9=

mean that everything must always be the same. Two <* 83

more quotes are instructive: #oan -

%

This directory suggests possibilities for N
worship, invites development in # )00 -
worship, and encourages continuing + '
reform of worship[Preface] )/

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A))

. 7 -/ / %
acknowledges that all forms of worship
are provisional and subject to ; )0
reformation. In ordering worship the ? )00 -

church is to seek openness to the

- . . o~
creativity of the Holy Spirit, who guides = 2
the church toward worship which is 53
orderly yet spontaneous, consistent with vl
God’s Word and open to the newness of i 5‘3 o .
God'’s future (W-3.1002) y o » @ ANNIVERSARIES
May God use worship to transform and renew $ ) 6 * 4
us; may we offer ourselves completely to God in our # 7 @
worship! )00 )
@/ 9
See You In Church, *
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“May | have a word with you about the
new summer choir outfits ¢”
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Middendorf's Restaurant
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Blessings,
Anne Soileau
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